
VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 

 
AGENDA 

Thursday, May 14, 2020 
Village Hall, 24 W Main St., Belleville – 7:00 a.m. 

 
Virtual Meeting 

 
This meeting may be joined from a computer, tablet or smartphone by using the URL below: 

  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/277845661 

 
You can also dial in using your phone:   

  
United States (Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679 

United States: +1 (312) 757-3119 
 

Once you dial in, enter the Access Code below: 
Access Code: 277-845-661 

 
 

Due to the Wisconsin Supreme Court decision on January 20, 1993, Badke v. Greendale Village Board, this meeting will be noticed as 
a possible gathering of a quorum of the Belleville Village Board due to the possible attendance of Trustees not appointed to this 
committee.  Trustees may discuss items on this agenda or gather information, but no action will be taken on these items as the Village 
Board. 
 
Mission: Recruit new businesses and assist and encourage business start-ups.  Through education of emerging markets, 
assist existing businesses to expand and form joint ventures for sustainable growth. 
 

A. 7:00 a.m. - Call meeting to order 
 

B. Approval of Minutes from March 12, 2020  
 

C. Acknowledgment of Visitors 
 
D. Update regarding COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 
 
E. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 
 
F. Economic Development Website Update and Review – Kyle Knott 
 
G. Strategic Planning Update 
 

a. Attract New Restaurant 
b. Funding Options with Economic Development Organizations   
c. Communications/Outreach Plan  

 
H. Development Updates 
 
I. Other Business 

 
J. Set agenda for next meeting on June 11, 2020 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/277845661
tel:+18668994679,,277845661
tel:+13127573119,,277845661


K. 8:00 Adjourn 
 

Nicole Brauer, Chair  
 
The Village of Belleville complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): 
 
If you need an interpreter, translator, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this service, activity, or program, 
please contact the person below at least two business days prior to the meeting. 
 
Si necesita un interprete, un traductor, materiales en formatoes alternativos u otros arreglos para acceder a este servicio, activdad o 
programa, comuniquese al numero de telefono que figura a continuacion dos dias habiles como minimo antes de la reunion. 
 
Contact: Village of Belleville, 24 W Main Street 
  608-424-3341 
  bwilson@villageofbelleville.com  
 
Final agenda will be posted at these locations:  Monona Bank, US Post Office, Sugar River Bank, State Bank of Cross Plains, Village 
Hall, Library, Village of Belleville website. www.bellevillewi.org. 

mailto:bwilson@villageofbelleville.com
http://www.bellevillewi.org/


MINUTES OF BELLEVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020 AT 7:00 A.M., 

BELLEVILLE VILLAGE HALL – 24 W. MAIN ST. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Members Present:  Nicole Brauer, Mike O’Connor, Pam Yoder, Maxine Ward, Ryan Yakowicz, Bronna Lehmann, Rick 
Francois, and Roger Hillebrand 
Absent:  Scott Hayes, Marie Barry, and Geoff Wilbourn 

A. Call Meeting to Order:  Chairperson Brauer called the meeting to order at 7:02 a.m.  
 

B. Approval of Minutes from February 13, 2020 
 
Maxine Ward made a motion to approve the minutes from February 13, 2020.  Rick Francois seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
  

C. Acknowledgement of Visitors:  Judy Bacha, Deb Kazmar, Connie Urfer, Judy Bacha, Jim Olson, Jeff Petry, Michelle 
Baxa, Gale Hellpap, and Brian Wilson 
 

D. Introduction to Jeff Petry, Builder 
 

Jeff Petry who is currently building 18 new homes in the Bakers Woods Phase I spoke to the EDC.  Current homes have 
a variety of floor plans and sizes:  1,784 sq. ft. home at $275,000; 1,902 sq. ft. home at $289,000; 1,904 sq. ft. home 
at $299,000.  His plans are to build another 50 homes this year.  Senior housing in the area zoned for 55 and older 
residential will be coming with a planned 26 units.  He said that his primary reason for leaving Illinois for Wisconsin 
was due to higher costs in Illinois.  He has also bought two buildings on Main St. and supports historic restoration of 
structures. 

E. BRE Update – Gale Hellpap 
 
Gale announced that this was her last day with the Village as she was taking a job in the private sector.  Brian Wilson 
reviewed a report prepared by Gale and Kyle Knott summarizing BRE data obtained in 2019.  Feedback from the BRE 
visits showed three key points: (1) proximity to Madison is a double-edged sword, (2) local leaders should work hard 
to make Belleville welcoming to business, and (3) Belleville seems to be unexceptional or average for a small town.  
Belleville needs to be more engaging with business and work to really accent what makes the community unique. 

 
F. 2020 Census Update – Bronna Lehman 

 
Bronna Lehman reported that letters will start going out to households encouraging them to answer the census online.  
A flyer was provided that will be advertising live assistance in the computer lab at Belleville High School on March 23-
27 for those needing help responding.   
 

G. Strategic Planning Update 

a. Attract New Restaurant 

b. Funding Options with Economic Development Organizations  

c. Communications/Outreach Plan  

Discussion regarding Strategic Planning was tabled due to time constraints.   

 



        

H. Development Updates 

Brian Wilson provided a written report regarding development activities.  There were no questions regarding his 
report. 

I. Other Business  

Bronna Lehmann reported that the groundbreaking for the new Library and Community Center was scheduled for 
April 14, 2020. 

J. Set agenda for next meeting on April 9, 2020 

Next agenda will include ongoing matters.     
   

K. Adjournment 
 
Motion was made by Maxine Ward to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Rick Francois.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Brauer adjourned the meeting at 8:10 a.m. 
 



Economic Development Update 
May 14, 2020 

 
West Side Development 
 
Bell West:  Three commercial projects are proceeding in Bell West this year.  A site plan for the 
chiropractic office was completed, but there are some lingering issues with their storm water 
management plan for the site that will be addressed with the Village Board on Monday.  The Plan 
Commission is reviewing the site plan for the countertop manufacturer at its meeting this week as well 
as reviewing a site plan for Kwik Trip at the corner of County Road PB and STH 69.  All three projects 
intend to start construction in the next month or so.     
 
Bakers Woods:  A final plat for Bakers Woods Phase II is going to the Plan Commission this week for 
approval.  Phase II will have another 41 lots for construction.  A Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
application for senior housing has been delayed until the June meeting of the Plan Commission. 
 
Downtown Development 
 
Façade Grants:  Borland’s and J&M Bar have not started work on their facades at this time.  I am 
uncertain about their plans in light of the current public health emergency.   
 
Park Hotel:  There has been no movement on this potential project since February.  I think it will be 
difficult to entice any new restaurant development with the current state of emergency.   
 
Depot:  I received a call asking questions about the Depot in mid-March and was told that the interested 
party would be contacting me for further information.  I also suspect this had been delayed due to the 
current COVID-19 situation as I have had no further contact.     
 
River Street Development 
 
Zweifel Property:  Jeff Petry has purchased this 38-acre parcel and other property at the north end of 
the Village.  I do not think he intends to start any development of these parcels until 2021 and he has 
not provided any preliminary concepts to the Village. 
 
STH 69 Construction:  DOT has been wrapping up Right-of-Way (ROW) acquisition for this project 
and is still on schedule to bid out the work 2021 with work north of the Village to start in 2022 and final 
work within Village Limits to begin in 2023.  That is assuming that budget constraints brought on by 
COVID-19 don’t delay funding.   
 
La Petite Academy:  Kristi Smith of the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is continuing to 
work with potential businesses for this site. 
 
Belleville Early Childhood Center:  There are no updates on this project at this time.   
 
Other Development Projects  
 
Library:  National Construction, Inc. (NCI) began work on-site on April 13 and a socially distanced 
groundbreaking occurred on April 14.  Footings have been poured and foundation work is well 
underway.  The interim construction financing for the project closed with State Band of Cross Plains in 
late April and the first pay request for the project was approved on May 12.  With the Federal Reserve 
Board dropping interest rates to 0% due to COVID-19, this should impact the final interest rate we 
received from USDA for their loan next year, but USDA has not confirmed a lowering of the rates yet.     



 
Entry Signs:  DOT is now saying that our desired location for the entry sign on the corner lot in Bell 
West will not be permitted as entry signs are not allowed in the ROW if the property has been platted.  
I have asked our Village Engineer to discuss this matter with DOT and see what other options are 
available to place the sign there.  A variance from DOT is one possibility, but it is not likely they will 
issue one for a sign.  In contrast, lands where we want to place a sign on the north end of the village 
are not platted so we just need to get a sign installed there prior to approving land division on the 
properties.        
 
Remy Road Bridge:  The Town of Montrose has finally received its award letter from Wis DOT for MLS 
funds to complete the work on the Remy Road Bridge.  Once the Town of Montrose as accepted the 
award at its June Town Board meeting, then the project will be put out to bid for completion in the latter 
half of 2020.  The total estimated cost of the project is approximately $320,000 with 70% to be 
reimbursed by DOT.  The Village’s share of the project costs should be approximately $48,000.   
 
Business Retention and Expansion:  BRE activities are currently on-hold due to the vacant position 
with the Village and COVID-19 restrictions.     
 
Belleville Dam Update:  The Village has had to request an extension of time to complete this project 
as it is still under review by FEMA.  Additionally, our Program Delivery Manager on this project has now 
changed again which prompted a request for more documentation from our Engineers in April.  We are 
still waiting to hear what, if anything, FEMA will approve of our proposed scope of repairs on the dam. 
 
Business Relocating:  A business currently located in the Village is looking at purchasing a different 
building and requested assistance with determining code requirements for them to use the new 
structure.  We have gotten the business owner in touch with the Small Business Development Center 
which is assisting the business owner with evaluating the new building.   
 
Business COVID-19 Resources:  As information has filtered to the Village about federal, state, and 
other resources for businesses related to the COVID-19 pandemic, I have directed Kyle to send emails 
out to our business email list and to also share the information through social media and in the Village 
Newsletter.  Most recently, WEDC has published online information for businesses regarding reopening 
guidelines.  The webpage for this information is located at: 
 

https://wedc.org/reopen-guidelines/ 
 
Village Economic Development Website:  Kyle has continued to work diligently on both the new 
Village website as well as the Economic Development website.  Both are almost ready to go.  One 
significant delay we have had with the Economic Development site relates to the business testimonial 
videos we were preparing to start at the end of March.  With the COVID-19 emergency those interviews 
have been postponed.  Even so, we would like the EDC to review the new Economic Development 
website and provide feedback for this week’s meeting.  The web address for the new website is: 
 

https://www.developbelleville.com/ 
 

One integral part of the new website will be the ability to list information regarding available sites in the 
village.  To that end, Kyle has prepared an “Available Property Form” where developers/property 
owners can get information to us regarding available sites.  A copy of that form is in your packets.  We 
would like feedback regarding this form as well.   
 
Water Rate Increase:  This has been a very contentious issue since the Public Hearing with the PSC 
was announced for May 13, 2020.  Most of the confusion has centered around two issues: the amount 

https://wedc.org/reopen-guidelines/
https://www.developbelleville.com/


of the increase and the reason for the increase.  The announcement from the PSC describes the 
increase as an almost 48% increase, but the increase only affects the water portion of our utility bills 
and not the sewer portion.  This amounts to a $14 per month increase on water usage of 3,000 gallons 
which includes the fire protection fee.  A major factor driving the increase was new water system debt 
surrounding the construction of Municipal Well #3.  The need for a new well has been discussed since 
the completion of a Water System Report in 2007.  The existing wells lack the capacity to provide 
necessary water per day for the system if one of them is shut down for an extended period of time due 
to failure or required repairs.  Also, as the total size of our system expands, it is harder for our existing 
wells and water tower to provide adequate pressure village-wide for fire protection.  As the new well 
serves the entire Village, it was not the sole responsibility of developers of the West Side to pay for the 
new well though they did dedicate land for the new well.   
 
Perhaps the greatest outrage concerning the water rate increase is the timing with this happening 
during a period of economic upheaval and uncertainty.  This rate increase was applied for with the PSC 
in July 2019.  It takes months of review by the PSC before a rate case is put on the hearing docket.  
Unfortunately, that has intersected with a global pandemic.  Even so, it does not change the fact that 
the utility must be prepared to pay its debts going forward and so we had to proceed with the proposed 
rate increase.  The Village will attempt to delay implementation as long as possible of any new rate 
increases, but it would need to be in place by December 2020 at the latest.       



 

 

Available Property Indication Form 
This document is intended to help improve the efficiency of notifying the Village of Belleville of local properties 
available for sale or lease.  

Property Information 
 
 
Name:    Date:  
 
      
Phone:  Email  
 
Business 
Name:   
 
   
Available 
Property 
Address:   
   
 
    
    

Sell Price:  Lease Price:   

Price 
Confidentiality 

(Y/N) : 

Zoning:  Size (SF):  

 
# of Parking 

Spaces:  
 
Sprinklers 
(Y/N):  Power (Y/N):  

Utilities on Site 
(Y/N):  

 
 

Other Comments: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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